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Blum also made a bad error in introducing the forty-
hour week at a time when France needed to produce
to the utmost in order to be able to deal with the German
menace and provocation from Italy. The bitter feelings
between big business on one side and the working classes
on the other grew, and at times it seemed almost possible
that there might be civil war. Germany and Italy
exploited the situation and pressed forward their ex-
pansionist programmes before France should have time
to settle down to normal life again, while the Soviet
government did active propaganda among the Com-
munists and working classes. Internal unrest and the
drain of gold from the country, as the wealthy exported
their capital, made Blum's position very weak in spite of
his big parliamentary majority. It was difficult in these
circumstances for France to pursue a firm foreign policy
and she became more and more dependent upon Britain.
The animosities aroused between Left and Right in
politics were disastrous, and the country's parliamentary
life became unstable as politicians grouped and regrouped
themselves, trying to manoeuvre the majority towards
the Left or towards the Right. Prominent men insulted
each other in public; people came to blows in cafes,
and even at French women's afternoon parties feelings
were liable to rise to fever heat. In the timid breasts of
industrialists, bankers, clericals and civil servants the old
fear of the populace was once more aroused. Divisions
and hatreds went so deep that at Bordeaux in the last
days of France's independence, just before the Armistice
terms with Germany had been accepted, people were